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Tue PREMIER. said he had explained |
on the previous night that the present
was nob u soitable time to revise the
tariff. The Bill before the House was
one for abolishing duty, and he did
not suppose the member for Geraldton
desired that the duty on cheese should be
entirely remitted. This sum of nearly
£10,000 was too much for the Govern-
ment to let go, especially when the
balance on the HEstimates was shown to
be only £16,000. If members went on
interfering with the tariff by adding to
the free list, the estimates of expenditure
would have to be revised, and the member
for Geraldton would not like some of the
items m which he was interested to be
struck out. The present was not a time
to materially alter the tariff, and he must
resist the hon. member's proposal.

Mg. LOTON said he trusted the mem-
ber for Geraldton would not press his
motion. He (Mr, Loton) considered the
duty was excessive, but he was not pre-
pared to go for a complete remission.

Mer. RANDELL said he should be
glad to support the member for Geraldton,
as this was an indefensible duty. Cheese
was not made, at any rate largely,
in the colony, and yet the tax on
cheese was the enormous amount of
60 per cent. Members, doubtless, were
not prepared to abolish the duty, but
there was no doubt the House was
favourable to a reduction. If the member
for Geraldton went to a vote, he (Mr.
Randell) would support him, ¢ven in o
demand for a remission.

Mer. SIMPSON usked if he correctly
understood the Premier to say this duty
would be tuken into counsideration when
an opportunity offered ¥

Tue PREMIER suid if he had an
opportunity of revising the whole tariff,
he certainly would take this duty into
consideration.

Me. SIMPSON said he supposed he
would have to agree to rely on the
Government to revise this indefensible
duty at the first opportunity, and no
doubt they would continue to collect it
for a little time longer, drawing, by its
means, £10,000 a vear out: of the pockets
of the people. He would withdraw the
motion.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Judges' Pensions Bill.

Other items in the schedule (uob
spectfically referred to in the discussion)
agreed to.

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.

Preanble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

ADJOURKMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-53, p.m,,
until next day.

Tegislative Dssembly,

Thursday, 17th September, 1896,

Judges’ Pensions Bill: Message requesting return of
Bill from Legislative Cowneil—Motion: Bunbury
Harbotir Plang and Estimates—Western Austratian
Bauk {private) Bill: in cowmmittee—Annunl Eati-
mates, 1896.7 : further cousidered in committee—
Tobneeo {unmanufactured) Duty Bill : second read-
ing; in committee—Transier of Land Act Amend-
meut Bill: second reading—Fencing Bill: in
comtnittee ~Adjournment,

Tz SPEAKER took the chuir at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PravErs.

JUDGES’ PENSIONS BILL.
MESSAGE REQUESTING RETURN OF BILL
FROM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest,)
in accordance with notice, moved that
the following Message he sent to the
Legislative Council:—** The -Legislative
Assembly acquaints the Legislative Coun-
cil that the Act providing for the pensions
of the Judges of the Supreme Court was
inadvertently passed by the Legislutive
Assembly and fransmitted to the Legis-
lative Council, without having leen re-
commended by Message of the Governur,
as required by Section 67 of the Constitu-
tion Act; and the Legislative Assembly
requests that the Bill may be returned to
it, in order that it may be dealt with in
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accordance with the provisions of the
aforesaid section of the Constitution
Act.”

Question put and passed.

MOTION—BUNBURY HARBOUR PLANS
AND ESTIMATES.

Mgr. VENN, in acecordance with notice,
moved ¢ That the plans and specifications
of the Buabury barbour works be laid
upon the table of the House; to include
plwns and estimates for the inner harbour,
as well as plans and estimates for the
proposed outer harbour mole” He said
that, since giving notice of this motion,
the plans of thé outer mo'e of the pro.
posed harbour ut Bunbury had been laid
on the table of the House; bui he under-
stood that the Engineer-in-Chief had also
prepared plans and made estimates for
an 1ner harbour, and as it was desirable
that these plans should likewise be placed
on the table, with the estimates of cost,
he would move his motien us it stood, on
the nnderstanding that it would apply to
so much of the plans and estimates as
had not been laid on the table up tu date.

Question put and passed.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
(PRIVATE) BILL,

BANK

The House went into committee to
consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 12, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 13—Bank notes may be issued
and circulated :

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked the
Attorney-General, who had charge of the
Bill, if it would be possible to strike out
the word “re-issue?” The object of
suggesting this was, as hon. members
were aware, that the Bank of England,
for instance, never re-issued its notes;
for any note returned to the bank was
thereupon cancelled. There was a strong
opinion held by those who were able to
judge, and in some resperts most hon.
members could confirm it, that a vast
amount of disease was carried about in
bank-notes, and especially in those notes
which bad been perhaps for months in
the pockets of a workman labouring in
the back-blecks, or, as an hon. member
suggested, perhaps carried in his boot.
Dirty notes were thus a means of dis-
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sewninating disease; and as the cost of
enncelling notes when returned to the
bank would be sinall, it would e no hard-
ship to require of this bank, as a local in-
gtitution under the control of Parliament,
that these notes should be cancelled when-
ever returned to the bank, and not be re-
issued. The germ theory of disease having
heen accepted by the scientific world, there
was practically no dispute as to the danger
arising from the continued use of dirty
bank notes; and there was, perhaps, no
more universal way of spreading disease
than by passing these notes from hand
to hand, or, as some persons were fond
of deing, by wetting with the tongue
when counting the notes. Hundreds of
people suffered from cancer in the tongue,
occasioned very lurgely by the practice of
wetting dirty bank notes when counting
them.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said he would admit it would
be very pleasant always to have a clean
bank note rather than a dirty ouve, but if
the House imposed this condition on the
Western Australiun Bank, as a local
institution under the control of Parlia-
ment, it would be a condition thut was
not imposed on other banks doing busi-
ness here, nor on other banks in any part
of Australia. As fur as he knew, the
Bunk of England was the only bank that
did not allow a note to be re-issued after
being once returned to the bank; but if
this condition were imposed on the bank
established here, it would not ensure the
notes being any cleaner than they were
at present, because notes would still be
carried about and passed from hand to
hand, lhefore being returned to the bank.
The condition would simply provide that
a note should not be sent out a second
time. The bank would not re-issue dirty
notes, as a rule, and in fact the bank was
continually burning old notes. If the
hon. member would allow the section fo
pass now, he would consult the authori-
ties of the hank and see what the effect
of this proposal would be. Possibly they
might have no objection, or they might
tind some good reason for objecting. The
point could be considered later, and the
Bill be recommitted for amendment, if
necessary.

Mzr. ILLINGWORTH said bhis object
was to ascertain whether there was any
great diffienlty in the way.
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Clause put and passed.

Cluuse l4—agreed to.

Clause 15—Liability of branches to pay
notes restricted :

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he desired
to be clear as to what was meant by a
branch bank not being liable for notes
other than those issued by the particular
branch.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL said
thig provision was the ordinary one made
in bank Bills, because 1t would be
impraciicable for a branch bank to pay
gold, for instance, for a large quantity of
notes issued by other branches or by the
head office of the same bank. The
branch of this bank at Geraldton, for
instance, was made liable by the Bill to
Pay ouly the notes issued by that branch,
and the Geraldton branch could not he
legally compelled to cash notes issued by
some other branch or by the head office.
A branch would be legally hound to pay
no other notes than those which the
particular branch had issued; this pro-
vision being intended to protect a branch
from having a demand made upon it,
say, to cash notes to the value of £10,000,
which notes had vot been issned by the
particnlar branch, and in fact the branch
might be called upon to pay gold for the
notes tendered, and might not huve
sufficient gold in stock to pay them.
Hence the necessity for this provision,
Notes of this bank would always be
payable at the head office of the bank in
Porth.  As a rule, however, a branch did
cash any note that was presented, but
there was still the necessity of protecting
o branch from excessive demands that
might be made for cash, in exchange for
notes which that brauch had not issued.

Mz ILLINGWORTH said that, sup-
posing a man took a thousund one-pound
notes of the Western Australian bank to
the town of Menzies, could the branch
of the bank at Menzies charge exchange

[ASSEMBILY.]

on those notes when presented there for |

payment ? That was the point.

He .

knew that if the notes of a Seotch bank
. notice of this amendment, so that it conld

were taken to England, and were pre-
sented at a branch of that bank, say in

Londou, the London branch would charge .
exchange on the notes so cashed, although

a branch of the same bank, It had
happened so in his own case. The point
was whether the branch bank should be
enabled to charge exchange on the notes

i Commitiee.

of the same bank presvnted at a branch,
and issued at sowe other centre. His
contention was that the notes of the
Wostern Australian Bank should be made
a legal tender at any branch of that baunk
in any part of the colony.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said
that, if such a provision were made,
there wonuld be this difficulty, that o
person might go to a Dbranch bank
in the country with a large number of
notes, say, amounting to £8,000, and
demand payment in gold for them, al-
though that branch might not have issued
any of the notes so presented, and might
not be able at the time to pay the 8,000
sovereigns demanded. This provision for
the protection of branches was made in
all bank Acts.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said that, upon
this explanation, he would move, as an
amendment, that there be added to the
clause these words: * But no exchange
shall be chargeable on any notes in the
colony.” While it was not a good thing
to compel a local branch to produce gold
for all the notes presented, it was neces-
sary that the local ranches should not be
enabled to charge exchange for the notes
which they did cash.

Tue PREMIER suggested that the
hou. member should make his proposal
apply generally to all banks, and not
alone to one bank in the colony.

Mg ILLINGWORTH said they were
dealing with the Bill of the Western Aus-
tralian Bank, and hence he proposed the
amendment so that it might apply to this
Bank.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
would have to oppose the amendment, as
it would not do to provide that one bank
should be in one position and the others
in a different position. The other banks
were in a position to do as they liked;
but if this local bank were put under
restrictions while the others conducted
their huosiness as hitherto, an mjustice
would be done to the local bank. It
would have been better to have given

be considered before dealing with the
clauses.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he would
withdraw the amendment.

Mr. HASSELL said the Western
Australian Bank did not charge exchange
on notes of thelr own bank whoen cashed
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by branches in the colony ; for only lutely
he brought some notes of this hank from
Coolgardie to Albany, and was credited
with the full amount there.

Awendment, by leave, withdrawn, and
the clause passed.

Clauses 16 to 36 inclusive—agreed to.

Schedules—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendwent.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1896-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
The aonual Estimates were further
considered.
Epvcarion DEparTmest.
Educational, £53,063 6s. 8d.:

Mz. A. FORREST asked whether the
rumour was true that one of the governors

of the High School sent his own children

to another school.

Toue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not know, Imt he had heard
that the sons of one of the governors
went to the Christian Brothers’ School

Mr. A. FORREST said that if this
were a fact, the gentleman who occupied
the position of a governor of the High
School should not, in the interests of the
school, do so any longer; for if he had

not conﬁdence in the school for his own -

children, other parents could not he
cipected to esteem the school as they
ought to do.
Vote put and pussed.
This concluded the several estimates in
charge of the Minister of Mines.
RaiLwars DEPARTMENT.

These estimates, having been previously
postponed, now came up for consideration.
Ratlways and Tramways, £476,950 :

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said he had
not heen able to place the annval report
of the Railway Department on the table,
owing to delay in getting the reports
printed. The Public Works Report was
nearly finished, but he was afraid he would
not be able to get out the Railway Report
until the end of the next week.

Mer. SIMPSON said the committee

vould deal with the Railway Estimates,
and subsequently with the Public Works
Estimates.

Mg A. FORREST asked if it were
true that someone else was tu be plased
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in charge of the railways, in place of the

General Traffic Manager; as, if so, some
| members would like te express their

feelings on that particular point. The
General Traffic Manager had been with
them for some years, and had, on the
whole, given general satisfaction to the
community, and would continue to do
so. He was sorvy if, after the services
that officer had rendered, he was con-
sidered fo be entitled to o paltry increase
of only £200 a2 year. The General Traffic
Manuger had onerous duties to perform,
and bad made the r: ailways, frum being o
drag on the country, pay nearly the whole
interest on the debt of the country, and
that was u great deal to have done. The

P

was o wonder how the work was carried
on with the material at hand. Any
attempt to place another officer on top of
. him would not meet with the approval of

members of the House. The General
‘ Trafic Manager gave us fairly general
| satisfaction as it wus possible to give
. under cxisting circumstances; and he
i (Mr. A, Forwst) hoped that next year

the Commissioner would see his way to
further increase the small amount which
was proposed as an addition to the salary
for this year.

M. ILLINGWORTH usked if the
Minister would report progress, or put
. the discussion off unti! after the tea
adjournment, There were no reports
on the working of the railways for
the past year, nor suggestions us
to  their working in the future;
and, in justice to the Commissioner alone,
it would be well to put off the discussion
until the reports were on the table. He
hoped the Minister would agree with that
suggestion,

Tue COMMISSIONER of RAIL-
WAYS said he had no objection to an
. adjournment until after tea; but it was

uncertain when he could place the printed

reports on the table; because, owing to
the great amount of work thrown on the
printing department, it had been almost
impossible to get the ahstract prepared.
Mz, ILLINGWORTH said it was not
fair for the Commissioner to have to de-
liver u statement to the House, when he
admitted he had heen unable to get sone
of the reports. The House had given
every assistunce to get the estimales
| through ; Lut it would facilitate business,
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and be more satisfactory to members, if
the estimates were discnssed after the
reports were ready.

Tee COMMISSIONER of RAIL-
WAYS said he could give members a
good many particulars, which, no doubt,
would be of use to the committee; but
he could not give the anaual detailed re-
port until Thursday week. or perhaps
Tuesday weck.

Meg. ILLINGWORTH said that with
so large a department, involving such a
large expenditure, members had a right
to expect a similar statement to that
which they received from the Treasurer
when dglivering the budget specch. They
ought to have a distinct statement and a
clear enunciation of the policy of the
department ; and if the Commissioner
was not in a position to give them that,
e hoped the committer would grant him
sufficient time to do so.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said every item of expenditure for this
depaitment was set forth in the annual
estimates then Dbefore the House; and
he thought it was hardly possible for
members to touch those estimates by way
of alteration, and they had never touched
them before. No doubt the members
could go through the detailed accounts
in the annuval report, and, as was
done last yewr, they would find
particulars of the mileage run and
the percentage of profits for the year;
these particulars being of some interest,
no doubt, but they were not such as
would influence members in voling on
the estimates. He did not know where
mcmbers could attack these estimates,
for they had been prepared with the
greatest care in detwl, and every penny
of the total of £266,867 18s. 8d. spent
for the 12 months ended June last was
shown in detail. He did not wish to
delay, as there was plenty of work to do,
and he did not believe the hon. member
could touch u single item in these esti-
mates.

Mg, SIMPSON suid the wisest plan
would be to report progress, as there wns
a small House, and they were asked to
pass in the most perfunctory manner a
total of £1,447114 5s. 8d. for railways
and public works without any intimation
as to low the votes had Deen expended
last year. It was unparalleled in ad-
mipistration in Australia to usk Parlia-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways Deparimend.

ment to pass such estimates without any
report. from the department. He bad
heard it said that the Public Works De-
partment had got beyond the control of
the. Government; but members were
there to exercise confrol, and it was
reasonable for them to insist on the
department furnishing a report showing
what it had done during the past
vear, before taking a vote for money
to be expended in the futuwre. Homn,
members should get beyoud the con-
sideration of personal convenience in
dealing with this big department, which
was begi'nning te assume propertions
that compelled their attention. The
huge fignres which the department was
evolving sometimes made them a bit
anxious, and he believed if these estimates
were deferred until the annual veport was
forthcoming, there would be suggestions
made in the House which would
strengthen the hands of the Government,
and sustain them with the knowledge
that, after a full review of the depart-
ment, the railway policy had the approval
of the House. He moved that progress
be reported. '

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS asked how long an adjournment
wus desired.

Mr. SIMPSON said the adjournment
should be until after the report was pro-
duced.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said the Public Works Report
would be presented fo members in about
u week's time. ' With vegard to the Rail-
way Duepartment, he was prepared to
make a statement and reply to questions,
at that sitting of the House. He pre-
ferred to place the affairs of the depart-
ment fully before the House; although,
as they had not the annual report, the
gtatement he could now submit would
not be so complete as he would have liked
it to be. It was not so much the wish of
the Government, as the wish of the
House, to get on expeditiously with
business, and to close the session. If it
wag the desire of the House to report
progress, he was quite willing to do so.
With regard to the remark of the memher
for Geraldton. that the Works Depart-
ment was getting bevond the control of
the Government, he snpposod the state-
ment was made n a moment of
warmth. There was no doubt that large
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public works were being carried out,
and the department was consequently
growing very rapidly; but to say that 1t
was getting beyond the contro) of the
Government was a mistake altogether
He thought he would be able to prove
that the department was in no way
beyond the control of the Government;
and that although there was, in some
very minor cases, grave anxiety, yet he
would be able to give a very good account
of them.

Motion (to report progress) put, and
division taken with the following resalt.—

Piesse
Mr. Hassell {Tellei).

Ayes . 7
Noes .. B |
Majority against - ... -1
AYES, Nors.
Mr. Highamn Mr, Burt
Mr. Ilingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr, R. F. Sholl Mr. Cookworthy ]
My, Simpson Sir John Forrest 1
Mr. Venn Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Wood Mr. Lefroy !
Mr. George (Teller). Mr. i
1
1

Motion negatived.

Me. WOOD said the higher officers of |
the Railway Department were very highly °
favoured in regard to salaries, while the
rank and file of the service were very
much underpaid. The guards received
only 6s. per day, and he did vot know
how many hours they worked. The high
rents they had to pay left them very little
out of 36s. per week to maintain them-
selves and families. He did not think
that was a proper way for Government
servants to be treated.

Me. GEORGE said he wus sure that
guards got more than 6s. a day.

Mr. WOOD said he had been told by
a conducter that he only received 6s. a
day, and that ought to be pretty good
authority. - ,

Mr. HIGHAM asked whether any |
steps were being taken to equalise the
wages paid in the Railway Department |
with those paid on the Fremantle har-
bour works. 1t was the cause of a great |
deal of dissatisfaction that engine drivers |
and nearly all the labourers employed on
the harbour works, were paid from ls. to !

|
]

1s. 6d. per day more than the railway
men.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied that the matter to which
the member for Fremantle had drawn

(17 Serremeer, 1896.]

Tobuceo Luly Bill, 711

attention was being inquired into, and he
would give the required information when
the particular report was received.

Mr. CLARKSON said men who were
felling timber to clear telegraph lines
were getting 7s. a day, while according to
the statement made by the member for
West Perth, men on the railway staff
were getting only 6s. a day, Railway
men were more deserving of the higher
wages than the track clearers.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS replied that it was evident some
members of the House did not read
vither the newspapers or the Government
Gazefte, for the regulations which had
been published showed that platelwyers
got 7s. a day of 84 hours,

Mr. TLLINGWORTH said hon. mem™’
bers did not want details of the affairs of
the department. Tley wanted a general
statement.

On the motion of the Premier, the

Chairman left the chair until 7-30 p.m.

At 7-30 p.m. the Chairman resumed
the chair. ’

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS moved that progress be reported,
and leave asked to sit agaim on the next
Wednesday. He said he was not pre-
pared to proceed with the estimates of
his department at present.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again on the next Wednesday.

TOBACCO (UNMABNUFACTURED) DuUTY
ILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest),
in moving the second reading, said : The
object which the Government bave had in
introducing this Bill is to lessen the duty
now paid on unmanufactured tobacco by

3d. per Ib. The duty on manufactured
tobacco is now 3s. per b, and the duty
on unmanufactured tobaceo is 2s. per
Ih. ; and this Bill proposes that in future
the duty on the manufactured article
shall remain as at present, while the
duty on the unmanufactured arficle shall
he 1s. 104d. per b, That is the same
ditference between manufaciured and un-
manufactured tobacco as prevails in
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South Australia, wherc the duty on
manufactured tobucco is 2s. 9d. per b,
and on unmannfactured tobacco 1s. 74d.
For some years past I have resisted any
further concession in the duty on un-
manufactured tobacco, because I felt,
and I think I have proved to some ex-
tent at any rate, that the revenue would
suffer by giving u concession. It may be
asked by some hon. members: Why this
change of front om my part at the
present time? Well, us o matter of fact,
I have not changed my opinion on this
subject, for my opinion is that in this
colony—and I do not know that the same
argument would not apply in all the
colonies where no leaf tobacco is pro-
duced—I am strongly of opinion that it
is not much to the advantage of the
colony, and indeed T will go so far as to
say it is a disadvantage from a revenue
point of view, to have tobacco manu-
factories in the colony. I helieve the
amount we gain through having a factory
at Fremantle does not compensate for the
loss of revenue we should otherwise re-
celve from manufactured tobacco.

Mz, InLiveworTH: Why cannot we
grow the leaf here?

Tug PREMIER: Yes; tf we could
grow the leaf, the matter would be
changed altogether; and T think the leaf
can be grown here, for I have scen very
good tobacco leaf growing in some of the
moist parts of the colony. I only wish
we could have another mdustry in the
shape of leaf tobacco. But leaving out
for a moment that phase of the guestion,
as to whether it is to the advantage of
the colony fo have a tobacco factory
established here or not, I have come to
the conclusion that there is very little
profit in the business to those who are
engaged in it, and that it has not been
very profitable in the past to those en-
gaged in tobacco making in the colony.
I think the only thing that saves the
manufactory at Fremantle from heing
closed altogether is the making of cigar-
ettes and cigars-—especially cigarettes.
If it were not for that, I think the
factory at Fremantle would not have
been able to carry on, though I think
the proprietors are now doing fairly well,
but there is not much profit in the busi-
ness. If one looks at the imports of
tobuceo, it will be scen that the local
manufactory is not a very go-shead con-
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second veading.

cern, for we find that in 1894, 85,380
1bs. of unmanufactured tobaceo were im-
ported, and in 1895, notwithstanding the
large increase of population, there were
69,100 Ibs. imported. The revenue re-
ceived from unmanufactured tobaceo
duty in 1895 was £6,911 10s., and the
amount received for 1894 was £8538
10s. These figures are not an absolute
guide, because there might have been
large imports at the end of one year, and
not the same proportionate amount im-
ported in the next year. I desire to
encourage these manufactories in the
colony us far as possible, and do not
wish to deal harshly with them; there-
fore, with this desire I have gone to u
lot of trouble in investigating the state
of the industry, and the Government
Actuary has gone into it thoroughly. The
Under Treasurer also has investigated
the facts. On the whole, T have come
to the conclusion that the margin of
profit to the manufacturers in the colony
18 not great. Still, although this pro-
posed alteration of 14d. in the b, in the
duty en unmanufactured tobacco will not
make much difference to the coleny, it
will put about £500 a year into the
pockets of the manufacturers ; or, at any
rate, the most that the revenue will lose
by this alteration will be £500 or £600
for the year. I think that at present it
will be hetter for us to encourage these
people to carry on their manufactory,
and to expand it, rather than that we
should make the margin of profit so
small as to render the business unprofit-
able to earry on, merely for the purpose
of getting a little more revenue for the
colony. I have not taken this course
without a good deal of thought, hecause
I took up the position before that any
reduction of this duty was undesirable,
and I still think that, under existing
circumstances, it would be better for the
revenue of the colony if the tobacco
factory were not in existence here. Iam
not peculiar im that view, for I know
persons connected with Governments in
the other colonies who bave told me they
have come to the same conclusion with
reference to the local manufacture of
tobucco. T have heard from public men
in South Australia that tobacco making
is not an industry that is profitable from
the revenue point of view, so far as the
colony is concerncd, hecanse the amount
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lost to the revenue in this way is not
compensated by the presence and the
employment. of the people cngaged in the
manutacture. At the same time, I think
evervone who has watched the course of
events must admit that this tobacco
factory at Fremantle has heen carried on
with energy, and we can also see that it has
pot been w very profitable business, and
has not that life in it that it would have
if it were profitable.  This is not a very
large concession which the Bill proposes
to make, and we all know that the
members for Fremantle, or certain of |
them, in past years have had a good deal
to say abont this matter as it affects the
factory ut Fremantle. I belicve it has -
been a good deal discussed at clection
times in Fremantle, and I am not sure *
whether it has nob almost influenced the
fate of a local election now and again, *
with reference to the question as fo
whether the tobacco factory at Fremuntle
should he further encouraged or not.
But be that as it may, I think the
revenue of the colony will net suffer
much by making this small conces-
sion ; and, more than that, I may say
that the manufacturers themselves will
be perfectly satisfied with it, and of
gourse it is something to satisfy people
who have a grievance, for I Tknow
they have bueen very dissatisfied in the
past. Still, we now have the assurunce
of the manager that, if the factory at
Fremantle is placed ou the same footing
relatively as are the fuctories in South
Australia, the manufucturers here will he
satisfied. When we introduced the Bill,
I had a telegram from the manager con-
gratulating the Government on the course
we had taken. Under existing circum-
stances, although I have not changed my
opinion, I have much pleasure in moving
the second reading of this Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: I cannot allow this
opportunity to pass without congratulat-
ing the Premicr on the fact that, some-
how or other, an inkling of justice seems
to have come into his mind with regard
to a native industry; but how can he
reconcile the fact that, last night, he
denlt & death-blow to quite as inportant
an industry in this colony as the tobacco
factory at Fremantle, and certainly an
industry which employs more men than
that fuctory employs, and in which the |
men employed cannot have the reproach |

)
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hurled against them that this colony

' would be almost better without them,

from the revenue point of view. The
Premnier is the most inconsistent man I
have met with in political life.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sccond time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill passed through comwmittec
without amendment, and wus reported.

Report adopted.

TRANSFER OF LAND ACI' AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hoo.
5. Bart), in moving the second reading,
said: This is a Bill that came down from
the other House, and 18 a very short
measure. It amends the Transfer of
Land Act by providing for the registra.
tion of powers of attorney, and it re-enacts
un old provision, which some years ago
slipped out of a consolidation Bill when
passing through the Legislature. T in-
tend to move, in committee, one or two
other amendments.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

FENCING BILL.
[N COMMITTEE.

The consideration of the Bill in com-
mittee was resumed at Clause 2, upon the
amendiment of Mgr. ILLiNeworRTH that
the words ‘‘the Midland Railway Com-
pany of Western Australia Limited and ”
be struck out of the definition of the
word ** Crown "

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he did not
think there was any prospect whatever
of this Bill passing through the House
this session, and the House was not in a
mond fo spend a great deal of time on it
when other matters were pressing. He
would be glad if the hon. member in
charge of the Bill would postpone it, or
withdraw it altogether, as he was sure

. the Bill would not give satisfaction to

the House or to the country.

Mr. CLARKSON said he did not see
much use in postponing the Bill, because
hon. mommbers would not like it any
better if it were postponed till the next
woek,
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Tug COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson) said
ouly one member had taken upon him-
self, on this occasion, to speak for the
House and the country as to whether this
Bill was wanted or not.  On the previous
evening, when dealing with this Bill,
advantage was taken to indulge in a little
stonewalling. He felt sure it was not
the desire of any member of the Com.
mission which had prepared this Bill to
jam it down the throats of the people of
the country; but those members had
acknowledged that the people wanted a
fencing Bill, and believed this was such a
Bill as was required. The Bill would
bring the fenciug laws of this colony into
line with the fencing laws of other
colonies ; and the member for Nannine,
who professed to know wwuch about
Victoria, must be aware of that fact.
Fencing Acts in Victoria and South Aus-
tralia went further than this Bill proposed
to go, and, in fact, this Bill had been
toned down in order to mest some pre-
judices which were known to exist in
this colony in regard to a Fencing
Bill. Neither the Fencing Commission
nor the Government desired lo jam this
Bill down the throats of the people; but
he must decline to accept the opiuion of
the member for Napnine, or the member
for Geraldton, as authorities as to what
the country required in the shape of a
Fencing Bill, for those two members were
thoroughly ignorant as to what was re-
quired for the progress of settlement in
this colony. They were two of the most
unqualified members to speak on the
subject; therefore, members on that {the
Ministerial) side of the House were not
going to accept such a verdict from those
two members. If the Government found
there was a general expression of opinion
showing that the House did not desire
this Bill, there would be no use to press it.

Mr. GEORGE said he mnst enter his
most indignant protest at the idea of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands having
the andacity to apply such terms as he
had applied to the members for Nannine
and Geraldion; and he (Mr. George)
thought the Chairman’s attention must
have been attracted i another quarter,
ot he would not have allowed such tering
to be used.

TrE CommisstioNER OF CrowN Lanps:
What were the terms?

[ASSEMBLY ]

tn Commiliee.

Mr. GEORGE said the Commissioner
had stated that thess two members knew
nothing abont the subject; and he (Mr.
George) must say it was out of the pro-
vinge of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands to accuse hon. members of ignor-
ance. As to the Bill and the amendment
before the House, he did not see why
there should be any alteration made in
the clause, and he must oppose the
amendment, because no argument had
been adduced by those whe had favoured
the House with the specimens of their
intelligence or their learning in trving to
show why the Midland Railway Company
should be left out of the defimition in the
clause.

Mr. RANDELL said this portion of
the clause had been challenged by the
Altorney General in the debate on the
second reading; and it appeared as if
expert advice had uot Dbeen taken in
framing the Bill, for if a lawyer like the
Attorney General could not understand
this clause, it was not likely that lay
members would do so.

Ax Hox. Memser: The member for
Bast Perth (Mr. James) framed the Bill.

Mxr. RANDELL said that was not so,
for he knew, at any rate, that the member
for East Perth would not take any
responsibility in the matter. He would
like the Bill to be withdrawn, so that it
could be further considered, and especially
this clause. He would support the
amendment to strike out certain words,
because he saw no reason why the Mid-
land Railway Cowpany and the West
Anstralian Land Corporation should be
included in the interpretution of the
word * Crown.”

Mr. LEFROY (in charge of the Bill)
gaid the hon. member had attacked the
framers of the Bill without proper reason,
for most of the clanses were copied from
Acts existing in other colonies. It wasa
reflection to say the Fencing Commission
had net had the assistance of expert
opinion on the subject; and now that a
well considered Bill had been brought
forward, they were asked to withdraw it.
He was not prepared to withdraw the
Bill, as those opposing it should show
where the cluuses were wrong. They had
had the question befere the country for
years, and it was ndmitted that a Fencing
Bill was needed, and he believed the
country was satisfied to leave the framing
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of a Bill in the hands of the Commission
which was uppointed to frame this Bill.
The intention involved in this interpre-
tation of the word *Crown” was good,
for it was in the interests of the colony
that this provision as to the two land-
grant companies should be made in a
Bill which was framed on reasonable
lines.

Mr. RANDELL said the hon. mem-
ber bad not shown why the Midland
Railway Company should be included
in_the interpretation of the word
* Crown."”

Mr. LEFROY said it was because the
2,400,000 acres of land held hy the
Midland Railway Company werc in the
saune position as Jeasehold land held from
the Crown. It was freehold as far as
the company was concerned, but so far as
the tenants were concerned, the company’s
land was practically leasehold ; therefore,
it was purely in the intercsts of the
people of the colony that this provision
was ingserted. The House would be doing
a gross injustice to the leaseholders of
the company’s lands hetween Geraldton
and Albany, unless a provision of this
sort was included in the Bill.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said the hon.
member had made something like seven
attempts fo explain the Bill, but no one
yet understood it, and the Attorney
General was not prepared to take the
responsibility of driving the Bill through
the House. The Bill was hadly drawn;
and the definition clauses, which should
be clear, were by no means so, these
clauses in many respects being distinetly
contradictorv. TIf it were possible to
make the Bill a satisfuctory mecasure, he
would be willing to assist; but it was
impossible. No strong desire had been
expressed for a Fencing Bill; but if they
were to have such a measure, it should be
one they could rely on, and one the people
could understand.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon,
8. Burt) said he did not wish to say or
do anything to damp the ardour of the
hon. member in charge of the Bill, as he
knew the Commissioner had taken great
pains to try and frame a workable Bill ;
but he had always said the measure was
a most dificult one to frame. The word
“Crown” might include the two land-
grant railway companies; but at fimes,
when they tried to read the word “ Crown™
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for * railway company,” they found it was
! impossible to do so. The better way of
dving what the Commission had in view
would be to say that the Act should nat
apply to any land belonging to the land-
grant companies, and that would then be
intelligible. Ancther way would be to
give a debnition for *“land company,”
and then in connection with the word
“ Crown"” throughout the sections there
mighs also be the words * or companies.”
Again, there was a difficulty about the
definition of a fence, which, in its in-
terpretation, meant three things. The
best way would be to consider the Bill,
and then the interpretation elavses. No
harur weuld be done if he inoved to strike
out the whole of Clause 2.

M=z, SIMPSON said that, despite the
labour which the Commission had ex-
pended on the Bill, and for which they
were to be commended, the measure in its
present shape was not practicable or wise.
In fuct, it contained a dangerous principle.
Therefore it would be judicious to defer
the consideration of the Bill, and he
moved that the Chairman do leave the
Chuair.

Tue CHAIRMAN pointed out that
there was an awmendment before the
House.

Mr. LEFROY asked whether the
question, that the Chairman do leave
the Chair, must be put without dis-
cussion.

Tur CHAIRMAN said it ought to be,
and the hon. member could vote against
it.

Motion—that the Chairman do leave
the Chair—put and division taken, with
the following vesult.—

Ayes ... e &

Noes . 11

Majority against L7

AYES. H NoOES.
Mr. George Mr. Burt,

. Mr. Clarkson

[

Mr. Nlingworth
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Randell (Teller).

. Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. FPorrest

. Hassell

. Lefroy

. Piesse

. Richardson

. Throssell

. Wood

. Higham (Telles).

Motion negatived.
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Council Quorun.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS said that, as a great deal of
criticism had been levelled against the
Bill, and the legal member of the Com-
mission (Mr. James) was not then in his
place in the House, he would move that
progress be reported.

Put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again on the next Wednesday.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 837 o'clock
p-m., until the next Tuesday.

Fegislutite
Tuesday, 22nd Seplember, 1896.

@ ouncif,

‘Want of Quorum—Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G, Shen-
ton) took the chair at 430 o'clock, p.m.

WANT OF QUIORUM—ADIOURNMENT,

Ten minutes from the time of meeting
having elapsed,'and » quorum of mem-
bers not being present, the President
(Hon. Sir G. Shenton), in accordance
with the provisions of Standing Order
No. 9, declared the Council adjourned
until the next sitting day, viz., Wednes-
day, 231d September, at half-past four
o'clock, p.an.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Cusloms Hepeal Bill.

Freqislatibe Assembly,
Truesday, 22ud September, 1896.

Question : Purchase of Great Southern Railway=—T.onn
Bill and Message, £3,700,000—Customs Duties Re-
peal Bill : third reading—Tebacee (Unmanufic-
tured) Duty Bill: third reading—Pullic Works
Bill: in gommittee—Bills of Sale Bill: second
reading—Bankruptey Act Awmendurent Bill; in com.
mittee—Waterworks Bill : second reading wmoved—
Adjournmeoent.

TeE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

QUESTION—PURCHASE OF GREAT
SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

Mx. HARPER, by leave and without
notice, asked the Premier: Is it true that
the Government have purchased the
Great Southern Railway ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest)
replied: I have pleasure in replying to
the hon. member, and in informing the
House, that the Great Southern Railway
Company have for some time past been
in negotiation with the Gtovernment with
regard to the purchase of the whole of
their interests in this colony; und yes-
terday 1 cabled to the Agent-General in
London to inform the Compuny that the
offer made by them, which offer is subject
to the approval of the shareholders of
the Company, has been accepted by the
Government, subject to the approval of
Parliament.

LOAN BILL, .£3,500,000.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved for leave to introduce a Loan Bill
to autborise the raising of a sum of
«£3,500,000 by loan, for the construction
of certain public works and for other
purposes.

A Message from the Governor, recom.-
mending the appropriation, was read.

Leave given; Bill introduced, and read
a first time.

CUSTTOMS DUTIES RETEAL BILL.
THIRD READING,

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.



